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MEMORIAL DAY FACTS from 
https://www.kidsplayandcreate.com/why-do-we-celebrate-memorial-day-memoria

l-day-facts-for-kids/ 
● Memorial Day is celebrated to honor and remember all of the men 

and women who died fighting for our country.  These men and women 
dedicated their lives so we can be a free nation. 

● Some people get Memorial Day and Veteran’s Day confused. 
Veteran’s Day is a day to honor all of the men and women who have 
served in the US armed forces, Memorial Day is to honor those who 
lost their lives. 

● Memorial Day is celebrated every year on the last Monday in May. 
● Having a day to honor the soldiers who lost their lives started after 

the Civil War (1861-1865). 
● The original name was Decoration Day. 
● Decoration Day was started on May 5th 1868 by General John A Logan 

commander of the Grand Army of the Republic head of the 
Organization of Union Veterans to honor union soldiers who died in 
the Civil War. 

● It was called Decoration Day because family members of fallen 
soldiers decorated their graves with flowers. 

●  The first service to honor fallen soldiers at Arlington National 
Cemetery was held on May 30th 1868.  President Ulysses S. Grant was 
present at the ceremony and General James Garfield gave a speech. 

● Decoration Day originally only honored the soldiers who died in the 
Civil War.  After World War I it was changed to all soldiers who lost 
their lives in war. 

● On May 11, 1950 Decoration Day was changed to Memorial Day. 
● President Richard Nixon declared Memorial Day a federal holiday in 

I971. 
●  In 1966 congress along with President Lyndon Johnson declared 

Waterloo New York the birthplace of Memorial Day. 
● The official flowers of Memorial Day are red poppies. 
● People celebrate Memorial Day by placing flowers on soldiers’ graves, 

fly flags at half-staff, attend parades and remember soldiers who lost 
their lives . 

● Schools, Post Offices, most Banks and other businesses are closed on 
Memorial Day. 

● Memorial Day is the unofficial start to the summer season. 
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Memorial Day Crafts 

Enchanted Learning Software's 
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/memorialday/ 
Star Wreath 
More Crafts 

 
Make a patriotic star wreath decoration from paper stars and a paper plate. If you're making this 
project with a group of children, they can cut out the stars and write their names on them. 

Supplies: 

● Red, white and blue construction paper 
● A paper plate 
● Scissors 
● Glue 
● Optional - glitter 

 

 

Cut a large hole in the paper plate. 

 

 

Cut out a lot of stars from red, white and blue construction paper. For a star 
template, click here. 

Glue the stars to the paper plate. 

 

 

Optional: Decorate the stars with the names of the children or soldiers. Also, 
glitter is a nice decorative touch. 
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More Patriotic crafts 

Enchanted Learning Software's 
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/c
rafts/memorialday/ 
Patriotic Pebble Craft 
More Crafts 

You can paint a river rock to make a 
wonderful patriotic pebble. They 
make great paperweights or 
decorations. 

 
Fourth of July Crafts crafts 

Supplies needed: 

● A smooth, flat pebble (make sure it's clean) 
● Pencil 
● Red, white, and blue tempera paint 
● Brushes 
● Acrylic varnish or other shiny finish (optional)  

 

 

Choose a smooth, flat river rock. Mark off the area that will be the 
stars. 

 

 

Use blue paint to color the area that will be the stars. Paint the rest 
of the rock's top white. Let the paint dry. 

 

 

Paint red stripes in the white area (in the real US flag there are 13 
red and white stripes, with red stripes on the top and bottom - these 
stripes symbolize the original 13 colonies). 

 

 

Paint some white stars on the blue area (in the real US flag there 
are 50 white stars that represent the 50 US states). 

If you'd like a shiny finish, coat with an acrylic varnish after the paint 
has dried completely. 
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