
 

Language 
                     (Preschool-Early Elementary) 

 
In this document, you will find... 

- 2 language activities that you can do with your child 
- online resources 
- tips to guide your child’s responses/engagement 

 

Activities 
1. Play-doh or Modeling Clay 

a. You and your child can practice a variety of language 
skills when playing with play-doh or modeling clay. 

b. If you do not have play-doh at home, you can make it!  
i. https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/playdough/play-doh-recipes 

c. Vocabulary 
i. Model related vocabulary as you and your child make your creations.  For 

example, you could model the following words: “roll, flatten, squeeze, pat, 
smash, etc.” 

ii. You can also model any vocabulary related to the creations you and your 
child make.  For example, if your child makes a snake with the play-doh, 
you could model and/or prompt your child to use vocabulary such as 
“slither, grass, reptile, hiss, bite, etc.” 

d. Language Concepts 
i. You and your child can practice language concepts such as shapes, 

colors, prepositions, etc. to describe your creations and what you are 
doing with them! 

ii. Try getting your child to use these concepts in complete sentences.  For 
example, “I made a purple star.” or “I put the blue play-doh in the 
container.” 

e. Following Directions 
i. Give your child specific directions while playing with the play-doh.  If one 

step directions seem to be too easy, increase the directions to two step.  
ii. You can also try to include prepositions (i.e. under, on top, between, 

beside, etc.) and temporal terms (i.e. before, after, next, then, etc.). 
f. Categories 

i. Try to group the creations you made into different categories! You could 
make a “round” group and a “square” group.  Or you could group by 
colors.  Be creative and prompt your child to find the similarities in the 
creations.  
 

 

https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/playdough/play-doh-recipes


 

2. Making Sentences 
a. Forming descriptive and grammatical sentences is an important expressive 

language skill. 
b. For this activity, let your child choose a book, magazine, or old pictures.  
c. While looking at the item you chose, point to a person/character and ask your 

child to tell you what they are doing.  Here are some grammatical forms you can 
target: 

i. Subjective Pronouns - (He, She, They) 
1. Some children substitute “him/he”, “her/she”, and “them/they”.  
2. Remind your child that when we start a sentence, we use these 

words: 
a. She = A girl 
b. He = A boy 
c. They = More than one person 

3. If your child uses the incorrect subjective pronoun, recast their 
sentence, by repeating it using the correct pronoun. 

ii. Helping verbs and articles - (is, are, a, the) 
1. Sometimes children leave these “little words” out of their 

sentences. 
2. For example, your child should say “He is swimming.” instead of 

“He swimming.”  
3. If your child forgets to use one of these words, provide them with a 

correct model and see if they can repeat the sentence after you! 
iii. Verbs and descriptive phrases 

1. To describe what a character is doing, your child needs to know 
how to label actions (verbs).  

2. To make sentences be even more descriptive, you can ask your 
child questions. 

a. For example, if your child states “She is dancing.”, you 
could ask “Where is she dancing?” 

b. Have your child add that information to their sentence 
(“She is dancing in the ballroom.”) 

 
 

Online Resources 
● https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/playdough/play-doh-recipes 

○ This is the website that was listed in the play-doh activity. It has a simple play-doh recipe 
so you can make it at home.  

● https://seemeandliz.com/fun-playdough-activities/ 
○ This website has many creative ways to engage your child while playing with play-doh. 

● https://www.speechandlanguagekids.com/5-steps-to-teach-he-and-she/ 

https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/playdough/play-doh-recipes
https://seemeandliz.com/fun-playdough-activities/
https://www.speechandlanguagekids.com/5-steps-to-teach-he-and-she/


 

○ This website gives step by step ways to teach pronouns to your child. 
● https://msgardenia.com/2013/09/constructing-sentences-speech-therapy/ 

○ This webpage explains how to build descriptive sentences and how to use a sentence 
strip if necessary.  

 
 

Tips 
● When giving your child directions, try having them repeat the direction back to you before 

beginning.  This ensures that they heard the direction correctly. 
● If your child is having difficulty following two step directions, try breaking down the direction step 

by step.  Show them how to follow the direction correctly.  
● If your child produces a sentence that has grammatical errors, repeat the sentence back to them 

using the correct forms.  
● If your child knows the correct forms, but hasn’t begun using them in conversation, you can 

provide them with prompts to correct their own errors when they occur.  
● If your child is having significant difficulty with building sentences, try writing or drawing a 

sentence strip where they can fill in different words. (i.e. write “She is _____.” and let them fill in 
the verb for every picture that has a female in it).  

● Have fun with these activities! Talking to your child is one of the best ways for them to learn new 
vocabulary and sentence structures! Give them good models :) 
 

 

https://msgardenia.com/2013/09/constructing-sentences-speech-therapy/

